
Kinds of beings  
 
Things--Objects--Phenomena 
 
 
Kinds of being 
 

 
Things 

 
Objects 

 
Phenomena 

 In the world Anything FOR 
consciousness 

Conscious Modes of 
access TO objects 

 Material Real and ideal Psychic 
 Transcendent Transcendent Immanent 
 Sheep, cars, scratches, 

plants, minerals, 
animals, etc. 

Numbers, concepts, 
memories, imaginings, 
images, etc. 

Sense-perception, 
counting, remembering, 
insight, moods 

 
 
Present-at-hand--Ready-at-hand--Dasein 
 
 
Kinds of being 

 
Present-at-hand 
 

 
Ready-at-hand 

 
Dasein 

To be … … looked at …  used …  itself 
Formal indication In-itself In-order-to  

Toward-which 
For-the-sake-of-which 

Being-ahead-of-itself-
already-in-the-world-
amongst-things-with-others 

Kind of sight Inspection Circumspection Moment of vision 
Relation-ality Extrinsic Intrinsic Relatedness 
Contextuality De- contextualized 

De-vivified 
De-historized 

Within the assignment 
context of the totality 
of equipment 

Is context of its There  

Examples Atoms, molecules, 
numbers, concepts, 
Anything ready-at-
hand seen 
theoretically 

Hammer, nail, wood, 
furniture, house, car, 
gas-pump 

Death, conscience, guilt, 
situatedness etc. in their 
structural and dynamic 
hanging-together 

 
 
Thing/Object & Present-at-hand/ Ready-at-hand Map 
 
 
 

Present-at-hand 
To be looked at 

Ready-at-hand 
To be used 

Thing 
Material 
 

Anything material in the world 
seen with objectifying attitude 
Basis for all natural sciences  

Anything material in the world for 
practical use 
 

Object 
Real and ideal 
 

Anything real or ideal seen with 
objectifying attitude  
Calculations, numbers, reasoning 
and concepts as such, in abstracto 

Anything real or ideal within a 
context of usage 
Practical calculations and 
reasoning, maps, blueprints (?) 


