
 
Flow chart of mental activity 

(From Scholasticism and phenomenology) 
 

 

 
Activity 
 

 
Object 

 
Formal 

 
Example 

 
Coping 
 

 
Situation 

 
Not possible 

 
Driving; Life 

 
Naming 
 

 
Simple object 

 
S 

 
Tree; house 

 
Judging 
 

 
State of affair: 
Attributes and 
relationships of 
objects 

 
S is p; some S are p; all S are 
p; 
S(1) > S(2)   

 
The tree is green 
House(1) is bigger than 
house(2) 

 
Abstraction 
 

 
Attributes and 
relationships in 
themselves 

 
p 

 
Green-ness; color;  
big-ness; size;  
 

 
Reasoning 
 

 
Issue 

 
If all S are p, and Q is an S, 
then Q is p 
 

 
All men are mortal; S is a 
man; therefore S is mortal 

 
Theorizing 
 

 
Issue 

 
Same, but more loose and 
complex 
 

 
AIDS might be caused by 
HIV, because…. 

 
Science 
 

 
From Regularity 
to Correlation to 
Law 
 

 
"All S are p" holds as far as 
experiments are concerned 
 

 
E=Mc² 

 
Philosophy 

 
Transcendental 
possibility 
conditions  
 

 
S is always already p 

 
Matter is always already 
causal 

 
 


